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Next COVID-19 mass vaccination clinic scaled back due to low vaccine inventory
Butte, MT – The next COVID-19 Phase 1B vaccination clinic scheduled for Wednesday, Jan. 27 at
the Butte Civic Center is being scaled back due to low vaccine inventory.
Health Officer Karen Sullivan said Butte-Silver Bow’s Unified Health Command (UHC) was
notified by state officials Friday that the county would receive 400 doses of the Moderna vaccine for
use over the next week. That amount, coupled with 100 additional doses of Moderna currently in
the UHC inventory, will allow the UHC to hold its second clinic, but in scaled-back fashion.
The UHC is developing an online form for those wishing to register for upcoming clinics. The
COVID-19 Call Center continues to take calls at 497-5008 from those wishing to register.
Next week’s clinic will focus on capturing individuals 80 and older who missed this week’s clinic.
Organizers will then work through lists and systems to reach out to those ages 79 and 78.
This week’s clinic resulted in 993 vaccines being administered, Sullivan said, adding that many of the
clinic’s participants were aided into the Civic Center by a caregiver. Caregivers were also vaccinated,
a practice encouraged by the state. Both the Moderna and Pfizer-BioNTech vaccines were
administered at the clinic, and all available UHC inventory was used, Sullivan said.
At next week’s clinic, because of the relatively low inventory, caregivers accompanying elderly clinic
attendees will not be vaccinated. “We will be vaccinating our most vulnerable citizens,” Sullivan
said.
Sullivan added that the local vaccine scarcity is the result of a national scarcity, which may result in
vaccine shortages for the foreseeable future, with low expectations that supply can be increased
prior to April.
Wednesday’s clinic continues Phase 1B/Tier 1 of Butte-Silver Bow’s vaccination efforts, with the
elderly population being prioritized. Those ages 16-69 with co-morbid conditions will be scheduled
in Phase 1B/Tier 2.

