A Brief History of the Butte Fire
Department stations:
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1883: Central Fire Station
The first fire station was located on the first floor of city Hall at 24 E. Broadway St. The Demand for more
room and office space left the alternative of providing accommodations elsewhere. Thus, the big Quartz
Street Station became Headquarters instead of a secondary station. In 1889, the Fire Department
purchased a lot and began building a Hose House 20’ x 50’ in size. It was located in back of the Kinsbury
Block on Main Street. It had all the modern improvements and room for 10 men who would be
stationed there around the clock. It was later replaced by the Quartz Street Station.

Photo taken in 1901, 1 year after the fire department was moved to Quartz St.

1900: Quartz Street Station
Quartz Street Station, known as “Number One”, served as Headquarters for the Fire Chief and 14 men. It
was a 4 bay station and besides its extensive equipment, it was said to have a vast Library of fire
literature. It served as Headquarters until1976. Present day, it houses the Butte-Silver Bow Public
Archives and is said to be haunted by Louisa Sanger, widow of Chief Peter Sanger.

1899: Arizona Street Station
The Arizona Street Station was known as “Number Two”. It was Headquarters to the Assistant Chief and
10 men. Its location was selected as affording quick and easy access to the railroad depots and the
warehouse district. It was closed in 1933.

1901: Caledonia and Excelsior Streets Station
This station was built to serve the area west of Missoula Gulch (Butte’s West Side), which was growing
rapidly at the time. It was originally known as “Number 3” It had 4 men on duty at all times. Because of a
city economic crunch in 1915, it was closed.

1911: Southside Station (Harrison Ave Station)
This was originally an unmanned station. It had apparatus to serve the South Butte area. It was originally
known as “Number 4” In 1912, the station was manned and provided fire protection for the rapidly
growing “Flats”. It had 5 men on duty at all times. It was remodeled in 1975 into a 3 bay station and
currently covers a large area of “the Flats” (South Butte). It is now staffed with a minimum of 2 men. It is
today known as “Number Two” and has 2 pumpers and a rescue unit.

1976: Montana and Mercury Streets Station #1

This station was originally built as a Public Safety Building housing the police department, the fire
department, and emergency dispatch. This is now the main station known as “Number 1” and serves as
Headquarters for the current Chief, Zach Osborne, the Assistant Chief, Kelly Lee, and Administrative
Specialist, Diane Evankovich. It is currently staffed with a minimum of 4 men. It is a 5 bay station and
serves Butte-Silver Bow with 3 pumpers, an aerial and a rescue unit.

